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to part with his horse and plow. Peasants are not being
shot or exiled for refusing to go into a "kolkhoz,"
they are merely being boycotted. The government owns
the banks, it controls the sale of machinery and the
distribution of seed for planting. The official orders
are to supply the communized farms with these things
in the first instance. The peasant who stands out for
his individual acres finds himself minus credit, minus
the ability to buy machinery. He is almost an outlaw.
Official explanation for the resumption of the forced
collectivization marches which in the past have nearly
brought ruin upon the Soviet scheme is that Russia
has at last entered the golden period of socialism in-
dustrially and that the agricultural development of
the country must keep pace with industry. The peas-
ants must adopt on the land the methods and tempos
employed by their brothers in the factories. Actually
the feverish collectivization tempos are dictated by the
Soviet's ever-expanding building programme, which is
constantly being intensified by the war fears and the
war plans of the Kremlin.
The products of the soil have today become almost
the sole means of financing the Five Year Plan. The
role of the cities and their populations as a source of
revenue is dwindling from month to month. The gov-
ernment feeds, houses and amuses its workmen at a
loss. The theatres, the various chains of cooperative
stores, the housing trusts, must be continually subsi-
dized by the government or cease to function. That